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Proclamation on National Native American Heritage Month

Celebrate the ancestry and time-honored traditions of Native Americans

(begin text)

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

October 30, 2009

NATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH, 2009

- - - - - - -

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The indigenous peoples of North America -- the First Americans -- have woven rich and diverse threads into the tapestry of our Nation’s heritage. Throughout their long history on this great land, they have faced moments of profound triumph and tragedy alike. During National Native American Heritage Month, we recognize their many accomplishments, contributions, and sacrifices, and we pay tribute to their participation in all aspects of American society.

This month, we celebrate the ancestry and time-honored traditions of American Indians and Alaska Natives in North America. They have guided our land stewardship policies, added immeasurably to our cultural heritage, and demonstrated courage in the face of adversity. From the American Revolution to combat missions in Iraq and Afghanistan, they have fought valiantly in defense of our Nation as dedicated servicemen and women. Their native languages have also played a pivotal role on the battlefield. During World Wars I and II, Native American code talkers developed unbreakable codes to communicate military messages that saved countless lives. Native Americans have distinguished themselves as inventors, entrepreneurs, spiritual leaders, and scholars. Our debt to our First Americans is immense, as is our responsibility to ensure their fair, equal treatment and honor the commitments we made to their forbears.

The Native American community today faces huge challenges that have been ignored by our Government for too long. To help address this disparity, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act allocates more than $3 billion to help these communities deal with their most pressing needs. In the Fiscal Year 2010 budget, my Administration has proposed over $17 billion for programs carried out by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Indian Health Service, and other Federal agencies that have a critical role to play in improving the lives of Native Americans. These programs will increase educational opportunities, address the scourge of alcohol abuse and domestic violence, promote economic development, and provide access to comprehensive, accessible, and affordable health care. While funding increases do not make up for past deficiencies, they do reflect our determination to honor tribal sovereignty and ensure continued progress on reservations across America.

As we seek to build on and strengthen our nation-to-nation relationship, my Administration is committed to ensuring tribal communities have a meaningful voice in our national policy debates as we confront the challenges facing all Americans. We will continue this constructive dialogue at the White House Tribal Nations Conference held in Washington, D.C., this month. Native American voices have echoed through the mountains, valleys, and plains of our country for thousands of years, and it is now our time to listen.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2009 as National Native American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to commemorate this month with appropriate programs and activities, and to celebrate November 27, 2009, as Native American Heritage Day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

(end text)

U.S. Honors Contributions of American Indians, Alaska Natives

National American Indian Heritage Month is celebrated every November
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Washington — Each November, National American Indian Heritage Month pays tribute to the legacy of the American Indians and Alaska Natives — the first Americans — and celebrates their enduring contributions to the history and culture of the United States.

Today, there are nearly 5 million American Indians and Alaska Natives in the United States, or 1.6 percent of the total population, and this is expected to jump to 8.6 million, or 2 percent of the population, by 2050. 

Most American Indians live in metropolitan areas and not on the 227,000 square kilometers of land held in trust for reservations. The states with the largest numbers of American Indians and Alaska Natives are California, Oklahoma and Arizona.  

There are 564 federally recognized Indian tribes in the United States. The largest, by far, are the Cherokee and Navajo nations, according to the 2000 U.S. census. (See “United States Respects Indian Tribes’ Right to Self-Determination.”)

Navajo is the most widely spoken American Indian language, and almost one-fourth of Navajos speak a language other than English at home — the highest percentage of all tribes. Unfortunately, only one-half of the 300 or so native languages once spoken in North America still have any living speakers. (See “Navajo Textbook Aims to Preserve Language, Culture.”)

A study by the public opinion research organization Public Agenda found that non-Indians have little knowledge of the active, vibrant culture of American Indians today. There was a consensus among both Indians and non-Indians in the study about the need for more education on American Indian history and culture. (See “American Indians Seek Greater Understanding, Recognition.”)

The first U.S. state to set aside a day to recognize the importance of American Indians in the nation’s history was New York, in 1916. National American Indian Heritage Month was first designated in 1990 under a joint congressional resolution approved by President George H. W. Bush. 

Each year, the sitting president issues a proclamation, as did President Obama this year. On November 5, Obama hosted the first-ever White House Tribal Nations Conference, calling it “the largest and most widely attended gathering of tribal leaders in our history.” (See President Obama’s opening remarks.)

CREATION OF AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE MONTH 
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The U.S. Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs provides some background on what has become an annual celebration of the culture and contributions of American Indians and Alaska Natives.

What started at the turn of the century as an effort to gain a day of recognition for the significant contributions the first Americans made to the establishment and growth of the United States has resulted in a whole month being designated for that purpose.

One of the very early proponents of an American Indian Day was Arthur C. Parker, a Seneca Indian, who was the director of the Museum of Arts and Science in Rochester, New York. He persuaded the Boy Scouts of America to set aside a day for the “First Americans” and for three years they adopted such a day. In 1915, the annual Congress of the American Indian Association meeting in Lawrence, Kansas, formally approved a plan concerning American Indian Day. It directed its president, Reverend Sherman Coolidge, an Arapahoe, to call on the country to observe such a day. Coolidge issued a proclamation on September 28, 1915, which declared the second Saturday of each May as an American Indian Day and contained the first formal appeal for recognition of Indians as citizens.

The year before this proclamation was issued, Red Fox James, a Blackfoot Indian, rode horseback from state to state seeking approval for a day to honor Indians. On December 14, 1915, he presented the endorsements of 24 state governments at the White House. There is no record, however, of such a national day being proclaimed.

The first American Indian Day in a state was declared on the second Saturday in May 1916 by New York Governor Charles S. Whitman. Several states celebrate the fourth Friday in September. In Illinois, for example, legislators enacted such a day in 1919. Several states designated Columbus Day as Native American Day, but it continues to be a day observed without any recognition as a national legal holiday.

In 1990, President George H.W. Bush approved a joint resolution designating November 1990 “National American Indian Heritage Month.” Similar proclamations have been issued each year since 1994. 

Both the U.S. Library of Congress and the National Park Service have Web pages devoted to American Indian Heritage Month. The Library of Congress Veterans History Project includes a guide to American Indian and Alaska Native military veterans and interviews with former Navajo “code talkers” Keith Little and Merril Sandoval.

For more information, see “American Indian History, Culture“ on America.gov. Also see the Web site of the Department of Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Frontier Portraits Offer a Revealing Glimpse of the American West

Photographs chronicle the roles of seminal figures in region’s history

By Lauren Monsen

Staff Writer

Washington — The American West, often seen as a symbol of U.S. national identity, has attained near-mythic status on account of its rugged beauty and the many legendary figures who populated the region from the mid-1800s to the early years of the 20th century. That period, which shaped the West and ultimately the rest of the nation, is the subject of a new exhibition (Faces of the Frontier: Photographic Portraits from the American West, 1845–1924) at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Portrait Gallery in Washington.

Although “Hollywood portrays the Old West in terms of cowboys and Indians, that’s a simplistic way of looking” at the region, says Frank Goodyear, the exhibition’s curator. “One of the underlying themes of the exhibition is that the West was the crossroads for an extraordinarily diverse group of people” during the transformative era bracketed by the U.S.-Mexican War (1846) and the passage of the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924. The land offered lucrative opportunities, so “people came from all corners of the world to the American West,” and these newcomers “had a huge impact” on the region’s character, he said.

With the introduction of photography, images of the American West — and of the region’s most colorful personalities — soon became widely disseminated, informing the public’s views of the West and of America itself. Faces of the Frontier explores how the land’s powerful allure ignited a national drive for westward expansion, and showcases the people responsible for the changes that gradually gave rise to the modern West.

Vintage photographs, primarily from the Portrait Gallery’s collection, document the seismic shifts that took place in the relatively short span of 79 years: the migration of large numbers of settlers, whose arrival sparked conflicts with American Indians; the completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869; the emergence of the national parks movement; the admittance of 19 new states west of the Mississippi River; and the philosophy of “manifest destiny” that propelled explorers to conquer the wild frontier.

Faces of the Frontier includes an early portrait of Abraham Lincoln, 16th president of the United States, because Lincoln strongly supported westward expansion and “was very concerned that Western states should not ally themselves with the Southern states during the Civil War,” Goodyear said. The exhibition also features images of famous artists, writers and photographers who represented the West on canvas, in print and on film. German-born artist Albert Bierstadt, creator of panoramic landscape paintings that conveyed a lyrical view of the West, stares at visitors from a small sepia-toned photograph, while fellow artist Thomas Moran, an English immigrant whose paintings captured the epic proportions of Western mountains and canyons, is shown with his easel and paintbrushes.

Here, too, visitors will encounter a pensive Theodore Roosevelt, 26th U.S. president, whose passion for the outdoors helped promote conservationism. Just a few steps away are Jack London, author of such novels as The Call of the Wild and White Fang, who strikes a dashing pose, and English-born photographer Eadweard Muybridge, whose self-portrait shows him sitting at the base of a sequoia tree in California, dwarfed by the tree’s gargantuan size.

“Industrial development of the Western lands” was a major enterprise, said Goodyear, “and several figures were prominent in this story,” including Joseph Glidden, the inventor of barbed wire, a product used to fence off the sprawling ranches that began to dot the Western territories.

Photographic portraits of American Indians are plentiful: Geronimo, the Apache leader who fought relentlessly against the seizure of his tribe’s traditional homelands, and Chief Joseph, the Nez Perce leader who became known as a peacemaker, can be found here — along with many others. Geronimo, gripping his rifle, is fierce and defiant; Chief Joseph is a study in dignified stoicism. (See “Legendary Indian Chiefs: Leaders Who Advocated for Their Tribes.”)

Images of U.S. Army officers, entrepreneurs, outlaws, entertainers, suffragettes and assorted other figures round out the exhibition. Mormon patriarch Brigham Young is shown, along with his outspoken ex-wife Ann Eliza Young, who lectured against polygamy; lawman and gambler “Wild Bill” Hickok appears in a tintype portrait, with long hair and handlebar mustache; and members of the notorious “Wild Bunch” outlaw group, led by Robert LeRoy Parker (alias Butch Cassidy) are seated together, dressed like 19th-century dandies. Temperance leader Carrie Nation turns a stern eye on the viewer, while entertainer “Buffalo Bill” Cody, wearing fringed buckskin, and sharpshooter Annie Oakley, a dainty figure cradling a shotgun, recall the romance of a vanished world.

The men and women pictured in Faces of the Frontier were largely responsible for changing the American West and, ultimately, the entire United States during a period of remarkable upheaval, said Goodyear. In his view, the event that marked the end of this era was the passage of the Indian Citizenship Act in 1924. “It was a landmark year for Native American civil rights,” he said. After nearly eight decades of conflict between Native Americans and non-Natives, the legislation was “an acknowledgement by the U.S. government that American Indians belonged as part of the nation’s citizenry.” (See “Laws Reflect Changing Status of American Indians in U.S. History.”)

More information on the exhibition is available on a National Portrait Gallery Web site.

Experts Will Discuss Indigenous People Today

Webcast/webchat November 18 with Jose Barreiro, Paul Silva and Ramiro Matos

November is National Native American Heritage Month in the United States. To celebrate, we are bringing together experts in the field of indigenous peoples to discuss current issues, including tribal identity, economic status and entrepreneurship. U.S. embassies in Paraguay, Guatemala, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela will participate in this event and others are invited to join a webchat immediately following the videoconference.

This webcast and webchat will take place on November 18 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. EST (16:00–19:00 GMT).

Scholar José Barreiro is director of the office for Latin America and assistant director for research at the National Museum of the American Indian (NMAI) in Washington. Born in Cuba, he is of Taino heritage. He has spent his academic career researching indigenous peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean and is a leading expert in the field. Before joining NMAI, Barreiro was professor of Native American studies at Cornell University. Besides his many academic publications, he is a journalist, editor and novelist.

Paul Silva is a senior staff member of Georgetown University's Center for Intercultural Education and Development (CIED) who currently serves as the project director for the Scholarships for Education and Economic Development (SEED) Program. Before joining CIED, he lived and worked for 10 years in Latin America administering in-country development projects. He has done fieldwork with local nongovernmental organizations, foundations and the Peace Corps.

Ramiro Matos is a curator for Latin America at the National Museum of the American Indian. He holds a doctorate from the National University of San Marcos in Lima, Peru. He has conducted interdisciplinary investigation projects in Peru’s central coast, central highlands and northern coast and has published a range of articles and essays on Andean archaeology and ethnography. As a Quechua speaker, he provides a focus on Andean culture from an indigenous perspective.

If you would like to participate in this webcast and the webchat following, please go to https://statedept.connectsolutions.com/wha/. No registration is needed. Simply choose "Enter as a Guest," type in your preferred screen name, and join the discussion. We accept questions and comments in advance of, and at any time during, the program.

A transcript of the webchat portion of this event will be available on America.gov’s webchat page, where information about upcoming webchats is also available.
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American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage

Month: November 2009

The first American Indian Day was celebrated in May 1916 in New York. Red Fox James, a Blackfeet Indian, rode horseback from state to state, getting endorsements from 24 state governments, to have a day to honor American Indians. In 1990, President George H.W. Bush signed a joint congressional resolution designating November 1990 as “National American Indian Heritage Month.” Similar proclamations have been issued every year since 1994. This Facts for Features presents data for American Indians and Alaska Natives, as this is one of the six major race categories.

Note: Unless otherwise specified, the data in the “Population” section refer to the population who reported a race alone or in combination with one or more other races.

Population

4.9 million

As of July 1, 2008, the estimated population of American Indians and Alaska Natives, including those of more than one race. 

They made up 1.6 percent of the total population.

Source: Population estimates 
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/013733.html
8.6 million

The projected population of American Indians and Alaska Natives, including those of more than one race, on July 1, 2050. 

They would comprise 2 percent of the total population. 

Source: Population projections 
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/012496.html
83,250

Increase in the nation’s American Indian and Alaska Native population from July 1, 2007, to July 1, 2008. The population of this group increased by 

1.7 percent during the period. 

Source: Population estimates 
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/013733.html
29.7

Median age of the American Indian and Alaska Native population in 2008, younger than the median of 36.8 for the population as a whole. 

About 30 percent of American Indians and Alaska Natives were younger than 18, and 8 percent were 65 and older. 

Source: Population estimates 
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/013733.html
738,978

The American Indian and Alaska Native population in California as of July 1, 2008, the highest total of any state. California was followed by Oklahoma (406,492) and Arizona (359,841).

About 12,828 American Indians and Alaska Natives were added to Texas’ population between July 1, 2007, and July 1, 2008. That is the largest numeric increase of any state. Texas (4.3 percent) also had the highest rate of increase during the period. 

Source: Population estimates 
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/013734.html
5

Number of states where American Indians and Alaska Natives were the largest race or ethnic minority group in 2008. These states are Alaska, Montana, North Dakota, Oklahoma and South Dakota. 

Source: Population estimates 
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/013734.html
11

Number of states with more than 100,000 American Indian and Alaska Native residents on July 1, 2008. These states were California, Oklahoma, Arizona, Texas, New Mexico, New York, Washington, Florida, North Carolina, Michigan and Alaska. Combined, these states were home to 61 percent of the nation’s American Indian and Alaska Native residents. 

Source: Population estimates 
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/013734.html
18%

The proportion of Alaska’s population identified as American Indian and Alaska Native as of July 1, 2008, the highest rate for this race group of any state. Alaska was followed by Oklahoma (11 percent) and New Mexico (11 percent). 

Source: Population estimates 
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/013734.html
155,010

The number of American Indians and Alaska Natives in Los Angeles County, Calif., as of July 1, 2008. Los Angeles led all of the nation’s counties in the number of people of this racial category.

Maricopa County, Ariz., added about 2,300 people to this group between July 1, 2007, and July 1, 2008, leading the nation’s counties in this measure.

Source: Population estimates
 http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/013734.html
10

Among counties or equivalents with total populations of 10,000 or more, number that were majority American Indian and Alaska Native, 

as of July 1, 2008. Shannon, S.D., led the way, with 88 percent of its population being a member of this race group. 

Source: Population estimates
 http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/population/013734.html
Families and Children

545,403

The number of American Indian and Alaska Native families in 2008. Of these:

321,430 were married-couple families, including those with children. 

145,691 were married couples with their own children, under the age of 18. 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population http://factfinder.census.gov
3.64

Average number of people in an American Indian and Alaska Native family in 2008. This was larger than the national average size for all families, regardless of race (3.22 people). 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population http://factfinder.census.gov
Housing

55%

The percentage of American Indian and Alaska Native households who owned their own home in 2008. 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population http://factfinder.census.gov
$129,000

Median value of homes owned by American Indians and Alaska Natives. 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population http://factfinder.census.gov
Languages

29%

Percentage of American Indians and Alaska Natives 5 and older who spoke a language other than English at home. 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population http://factfinder.census.gov
Education

76%

The percentage of American Indians and Alaska Natives 25 and older who had at least a high school diploma. Also, 13 percent had at least a bachelor’s degree.

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population http://factfinder.census.gov
57,146

Number of American Indians and Alaska Natives 25 and older who had a graduate or professional degree. 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population http://factfinder.census.gov
Businesses

$26.9 billion

Receipts for American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned businesses in 2002. These businesses numbered 201,387.

20,380

Number of American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned firms in the Los Angeles-Long Beach-Riverside combined statistical area, making that area number one in the metro category. Among counties, Los Angeles had the highest number of firms (13,061).

38,125
Number of American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned firms in California, which led the states. Oklahoma, Texas, New York and Florida followed.

Nearly 3 in 10

Number of American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned firms that operated in construction and other services (such as personal services, and repair and maintenance).

24,498

Number of American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned firms that had paid employees. These businesses employed 191,270 people.

3,631

Number of American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned firms with receipts of $1 million or more. These firms accounted for nearly 2 percent of the total number of American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned firms and more than 64 percent of their total receipts.

178

Number of American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned firms with 100 or more employees. These firms generated nearly $5.3 billion in gross receipts — 24 percent of the total revenue for American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned employer firms.

New York; Los Angeles; and Gallup, N.M.

The three cities with the largest number of American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned firms, with 7,134; 5,767; and 2,642, respectively.

Source for data in this section: American Indian- and Alaska Native-Owned Firms: 2002 

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/business_ownership/007013.html
(Note: Preliminary estimates for 2007 will be published in July 2010 with final numbers scheduled for release in March 2011.)

Jobs

24%

The percentage of civilian-employed American Indian and Alaska Native people 16 and older who worked in management, professional and related occupations. In addition, 24 percent worked in sales and office occupations and about the same percentage worked in service occupations. 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population. http://factfinder.census.gov
Caregivers

56%

Percentage of American Indians and Alaska Natives 30 and older who lived with grandchildren and were responsible for their care. The corresponding rate for the population as a whole was 41 percent. 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population. http://factfinder.census.gov
Veterans

160,471

The number of American Indian and Alaska Native veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population. http://factfinder.census.gov
Income and Poverty

$37,815

The median income of households from the 2008 American Community Survey where the householder reported being American Indian and Alaska Native and no other race. 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population. http://factfinder.census.gov
24.2%

The 2008 poverty rate of people who reported they were American Indian and Alaska Native and no other race. 

Source: 2008 American Community Survey for the American Indian and Alaska Native alone population. http://factfinder.census.gov
Health Insurance

31.7%

The percentage of people who reported they were American Indian and Alaska Native and no other race who lacked health insurance coverage, based on a three-year average (2006-2008). 

Source: Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2008, 

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/income_wealth/014227.html
Resources for Teachers
Kid's Trail: Native Americans

http://www.nps.gov/archive/beol/kids_nativeam.htm
Meet Amazing Americans: Pocahontas

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/aa/pocahonta
Native American Cultures

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/explorer/native_americans/index.asp
Native American History

http://history.howstuffworks.com/native-american-history
Native Stories, Many Truths

http://www.kstrom.net/isk/stories/stories.html
Stories and Legends

http://www.ihs.gov/PublicInfo/Publications/Kids/stories/stories.cfm
Turtle Tracks. A Native American Youth Newsletter

http://www.turtle-tracks.org/
Explore National American Indian Heritage Month

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/feature/indian/
Great Sites for Teaching about Native Americans

http://www.education-world.com/a_sites/sites062.shtml
Teaching with Historic Places: American Indian History

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/nov99.htm
U.S. History - Native American: Lesson Plans

http://edsitement.neh.gov/tab_lesson.asp?subcategory=25&grade=0&Display=Display
Teaching With Documents: Maps of Indian Territory, the Dawes Act, and …

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/fed-indian-policy/
Reservation Controversies, Then and Now

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/
Not 'Indians,' Many Tribes: Native American Diversity

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=324
Native Americans: Teaching & Learning Resources

http://www.mnh.si.edu/arctic/index.html
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